
At A Better Start Southend we know local 
people can make great things happen. 
We are investing £40m over ten years 
to improve the lives of Southend’s very 
youngest residents; and we’re working 
with local people every step of the way to 
find out how to give every child who lives 
here the best possible start in life.

Our new Resilience, Ideas and Innovation 
Fund fits in with this idea of community-
led change perfectly. It helps support 
community groups, organisations and 
individuals who have a great idea about 
how to make lives better for Southend’s 
young children and their families, assisting 
them to put their creativity into action.

The ABSS Resilience, Ideas & Innovation 
Fund is based on one of our key strategic 
areas of building Community Resilience, 
(the community’s ability to address issues). 
It offers a great opportunity to come 
together to develop new ways to help 
deliver the best results for Southend’s 
children. Keen to find out more? Keep 
reading to see if applying for the Fund is 
for you and what your next steps should 
be!

ABSS Resilience, Ideas & Innovation Fund



What can the ABSS Resilience, Ideas 
& Innovation Fund be used for?

We are looking for proposals which are 
innovative and creative, and that will 
help us achieve our goals and strategic 
objectives. We are particularly looking for 
new ideas and approaches which build 
partnership working and are sustainable in 
the long-term. 

The Fund is designed to encourage 
local innovation and engagement in the 
design and delivery of activities that will 
help local families and children. These 
activities must align with and deliver on 
our key strategic priorities: Social and 
Emotional Development; Communication 
and Language; Diet and Nutrition; System 
Change; and Community Resilience.

When putting together a proposal, please 
consider our overarching outcomes - 
Children achieve well because:

- Their parents are ready for parenthood

- They have a positive parent/child 
relationship 

- They are ready for school

- They and their families receive effective 
and consistent professional support 

- There is improved health at individual, 
family and community level 

Who can bid?

The ABSS Resilience, Ideas & Innovation 
Fund is open to:

•  Local individuals, voluntary, community 
and social enterprise organisations and 
groups

•  Groups of parents and carers working 
together

•  New and emerging groups – provided 
they meet our basic quality assurance 
checks

• Early years settings in ABSS wards and   
 their feeder schools

•  Any other groups or teams prepared 
to work in partnership with ABSS 
– but only where proposed activity 
adds value to and enhances the ABSS 
programme and does not replace or 
replicate already funded provision. 
 
How much is available?

The total fund is £60,000 per annum  
with awards for proposals up to 
£10,000 per annum, over three years.

Proposals will be accepted from 
midday 24th July 2019 via email:  
absspmo@eyalliance.org.uk

Closing date for proposals is 
midday 29th November 2019 via 
email: absspmo@eyalliance.org.uk

Main criteria:
•  Proposals must have two or more 

partners engaged (e.g. a PTA or school, 
working together with a faith group or 
a Residents’ Association)

•  Proposals must show clear involvement 
of parents and the community in the 
design and delivery of the work 

•  Proposals must meet one or more of the 
ABSS priorities 

•  Proposals can have either a specific 
geographic response (e.g. partners 
working in a specific locality) or a 
thematic response (e.g. focussing on 
Black and Minority Ethnic Communities 
or children with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities, etc.)

•  Projects must work with or support 
delivery in Southend’s Children’s 
Centres in ABSS areas 

•  Proposals must demonstrate they will 
generate additional resources (e.g. 
cash or ‘in kind’) 

•  Proposals must have a clear exit 
strategy and a proposal for how the 
work will be sustained after the period 
covered by the ABSS support ends 

•  Groups and organisations must be 
willing to undertake ABSS monitoring 
and evaluation processes

•  Groups and organisations must support  
the ABSS brand and values

What the ABSS Resilience, Ideas and 
Innovation Fund cannot do

•  Offer a grant (e.g. towards regular 
running costs, etc.)

•  Fund work which is already being 
undertaken on an ongoing basis as part 
of a statutory service 

ABSS Resilience,  
Ideas and Innovation 

Fund opens

24th July

Deadline for 
submissions 
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Initial shortlisting of 
submissions 

13th December
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Decision  
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Project  
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For your Resilience, Ideas & Innovation Fund Proposal Form 
please contact: absspmo@eyalliance.org.uk
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For more information please contact us on 
01702 880370 or email absspmo@eyalliance.org.uk 
For more information about ABSS visit: 
www.abetterstartsouthend.org.uk

Our work has three main strategic 
priorities:

•  Social and Emotional Development

• Communication and Language 

• Diet and Nutrition 

In addition, in Southend, we have 
chosen to focus on; 

•  System Change 

•  Community Resilience

A Better Start Southend provides services and support to children under four and 
their parents, as well as expectant parents, in six wards across Southend. The wards 
we operate in are Kursaal, Milton, Shoeburyness, Victoria, Westborough and 
West Shoebury. Visit abetterstartsouthend.co.uk/locations to see if you are in an ABSS 
area.

@ABSSouthend

/abetterstartsouthend

/company/a-better-start-southend


